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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election with traverse of claims 8-10 being readable on the elected species 
in the reply filed on 12/22/2007 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that 
claims 8-10 are not mutually exclusive firom claim 1. This is not found persuasive because 
claim 1 is a generic claim^ and claims 8-10 are drawn to specific embodiments described in 
Fig. 7 and 8, which were not the species elected. The species elected was Fig. 3-6, which 
applicant specifically stated claims 1-7 read upon this embodiment. Therefore^, claims 8-10 
win not be examined because they are directed to a non-elected species. 

Apphcant's arguments regarding claim 11 and 12 are persuasive. Claims 11 and 12 
are generic claims and also read upon the elected species. However, Apphcant's arguments 
regarding claims 13-18 are not persuasive. These claims are drawn to a non-elected species 
(Fig. 9) and do not read upon the elected species of (Fig. 3-6). These claims are distinctly 
directed to the non-elected embodiment and will continue to be withdrawn firom 
consideration. 

Therefore, claims 1-7, 11 and 12 are the original claims which will be examined at the 
current time. Claims 8-10 and 13-18 remain withdrawn fi:om consideration. Upon the 
allowance of a generic claim, applicant wiU be entided to consideration of claims to 
additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the 
limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. 
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Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed 12/22/2006, with respect to the 103 
rejections have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 103 rejection of claims 1-7 has 
been withdrawn. However, a new grounds of rejection is made over Eiermann (WO 
03/055373). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — (a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented • 
or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent 

Claims 1-4, 11, 12, 19 and 20 are rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated 
by Eiermann (WO 03/055373) (description of figures taken from US Publication 
2004/0261824). 

Eiermann discloses a dishwasher, which is a type of washing machine, including a tub 
(2) and drum (16) Eiermann also discloses the steam dispenser (steam generator, 18, 7), 
circulation pimip (17), a single spray nozzle (9), and back-current preventing branch unit 
which is connected to the steam generator by a steam supply line, connected to the 
circulation pump by a circulation line (see Fig. 2) and prevents circulation water suppUed to 
the spray nozzle from flowing back to the steam supply or steam suppUed to the nozzle 
from flowing back to the circulation line (Fig. 5, Items 27, 26, 24', 23'). Eiermann further 
discloses the spray device having a main body connected to the steam supply line and 
circulation line and a spray unit formed at the end, steam and circulation passages and a 
connection unit which the steam supply and circulation supply are connected (Fig. 5). 
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Figure 5 further discloses a back-current preventing plate (25') rotatably mounted by a hinge 
pin (seen in the figure) and the plate connecting with protrusions to maintain air- tightness. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sougjit to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skiQ in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the maimer in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Eierman in 
view of Mandry (US Patent 1,646,299) . . 

Eiefmann discloses the washing machine in the above 102(a) rejection. Eiermann 
does not specifically disclose the nozzle having a flange, imit formed at the lower side of the 
flange, guide unit or the spray angles. Mandry discloses the nozzle having a flange and guide 
and the spray area is formed on a lower side (see Fig. 1, 3). The guide unit (15) directs the 
spray. Although Mandry does not specifically disclose the spray angles, it appears as though 
it wovild spray at 90-100*^ and be capable of having a 35** vertical spray angle. At the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Eiermann with Mandry for the benefit of a more precise and wider spraying. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earher communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah E. Husband whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8387. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael E. Barr can be reached on (571) 272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
AppUcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information 
for unpubUshed applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 
. OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



SEH 

SUPERVISORY RWTENT EXAMINER 




